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Our Centennial Year 
 
A hundred years is a significant milestone.  It marks an achievement of 
the Holy Spirit at work among us for many years of prayer and ministry, 
and our willingness to collaborate in that work on this beautiful piece of 
land.  The Hilfield Community has changed a lot over the years, its 
ministry adapting to the needs of the times.  Concern for the poor is at 
the heart of our life and ministry.  For many years we worked with 
wayfarers, now we are addressing the need for climate justice.  The 
Earth is now, in Franciscan language, one of the poor.  Eco-justice is 
social justice.  Gouged, rubbished, stained and ignored the earth has 
reached a breaking point.  To be effective advocates we must love her.  
At all times this Franciscan home has sought to share the joy of Gospel 
life, bringing encouragement to others and giving thanks to God for 
God’s goodness.  The Divine Office has been prayed without 
interruption these 100 years, and the Eucharist has been a stable point 
in the sometimes-disorienting press of people, and their different 
needs.  The coming together at meals has proved to be one of the most 
effective ways of experiencing that new way of living Jesus brings to us.  
The dining table bridges nature out of doors and our human needs and 
consumption. 
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Classically, St Francis is 
celebrated for his love of 
nature.  This Centennial year 
we deepen our embrace of the 
earth with joy but also lament.  
We are facing a climate crisis 
that demands urgent 
attention.  We invite you to join 
us, either electronically or in 
person when that becomes 
possible again, in learning 
about the environment.  We 
invite you to consider the lilies 
(and orchids) of the field and 
the birds of the air, to consider 
nature with wonder and awe 
during the many opportunities 

we provide this year.   We also invite you to express that love with 
passion and commitment, looking for ways to live more sustainably 
yourself, to show others how it can be done, and to challenge the 
government and other leaders to legislate for and build a sustainable, 
carbon neutral world.  Members of the community will be in Glasgow for 
COP26, and we are planning a weekend to reflect on our response to the 
conference. Simplicity, humility, reverence and commitment are the 
qualities we wish to celebrate in this Centennial year.  Humility, love and 
joy are the hallmarks of our Franciscan life. 
 
The Franciscan experiment in the Church of England and the Anglican 
Communion has witnessed a deeply relational spirituality:  we are all part 
of one another—the human family, the animals, insects, plants and even 
the minerals.  We want this Centennial year to be a time when we can 
celebrate with you and to build for a resilient, fruitful future.  
Appropriately, our programme year begins with quiet reflection and 
prayer. 
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Saturday 13th February:  Pre-Lent 
Quiet Day “From Loneliness to 
Solitude” led by Br Malcolm SSF.  
This Quiet Day will be held on Zoom.  
Please contact the office to register 
and a link will be sent to you 
beforehand with times of the 
addresses.  We are living in troubling, 
disturbing times, times when many 
of us will be feeling the effects of 
loneliness, that can make us anxious 
and afraid.  In our Pre-Lenten Quiet 
Day, we will explore how we might 
turn our loneliness into a solitude in 
which we open ourselves to the 
compassionate presence of God, 
deepening our trust and our knowledge of his love for us and for his 
suffering world.  There will be two Addresses and an opportunity to join 
in a zoom style act of corporate worship.  Suggested donation £20.  
Please Register for this day and make your donation then you will be sent 
a zoom link. 
 
Friday 19th to Sunday 21st February:  Lenten Guided Retreat “Praying as 
we can, not as we can’t” led by Br Clark SSF.  Prayer is essential to every 
department of our lives.  As Franciscans we are cautioned that when we 
give up in our prayers our spirit is dimmed, the will weakens and “even 
the bodily vigour is impaired”.  But many of us have fixed ideas of prayer 
that don’t suit us, and we find prayer difficult.  Some conclude that they 
“aren’t cut out for prayer.”  During this retreat we will think about our 
openness to God, the ways that we connect with God and invite the Spirit 
to enflame our hearts and strengthen us to do the work we have been 
called by God to do.  Suggested donation £50.  This Retreat will be held 
on Zoom.  Please contact the office to register pay and your donation, 
and a zoom link will be sent to you. 
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Friday 19th February:  The first of the Lenten Friday 
Afternoon Nature meditations - led by different 
community members.  Dates for the rest of the 
Friday Meditations are 26th February, 5th, 12th, 19th 
and 26th March.  Short videos will be available each 
Friday during Lent.  These will feature different 
sights and sounds of nature around the friary as an 
invitation to appreciate the beauty and the fragility 
of nature and our place in it.  The Community will 
be gathering at 4pm to pray, you may watch the 
video at that time or at any time until the next 
Friday when the next video will be uploaded.  No 
Charge for these meditations though if you wish 
to donate we would be grateful.   
 

Wednesday 3rd to Sunday 7th March:  Individually Guided Retreat.  This 
is an opportunity to meet with a spiritual friend for several days.  When 
you register, we will link you with a member of the community and they 
will arrange with you the best time for your Zoom meetings.  Participants 
are encouraged to give themselves time for quiet reflection and prayer 
during these days.  Suggested donation £75.  Please contact to office to 
register and pay your donation and you will be assigned a retreat 
Guide. 
 
Tuesday 30th March to Sunday 4th April:  Holy Week and Easter.  If 
lockdown persists, we will post links to our Holy Week liturgies. If it is 
possible to welcome guests, we look forward to doing so following the 
necessary guidelines, if any are required.  Suggested donation £200. 
 
 
Sunday 25th April: Hilfield Climate Sunday.  Free to attend the Church 
Service.  The friary community will observe Climate Sunday with a special 
liturgy for our regular Sunday Eucharist at 8:30 a.m. Holding a Climate 
Sunday as a church is a great way to galvanise further action on Eco 
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Church and contribute to progress on 
international action!  Organised by a 
coalition of Christian charities and 
denominations, including A Rocha UK, 
the Climate Sunday initiatives’ goal is to 
facilitate 1000s of churches to take 
long-term action themselves on climate 
change in the critical years ahead.  By 
participating in the initiative, churches 
will also be able to raise a loud and 
united Christian voice for bolder action 
by governments in the run up to the COP26 UN climate negotiations to 
be hosted by the UK in Glasgow in November 2021.  This relates to the 
Global and Community Engagement sections of the Eco Church 
programme.  The coalition is encouraging churches across the country to 
hold a climate-focused service, to explore our response to climate 
change as Christians, and then to take action! For more information see 
the Climate Sunday Website: https://www.climatesunday.org/ .  
Booking is essential.  There will be a picnic breakfast after the service. 

Saturday 8th May:  Pond digging, facilitated by Richard Thornbury and 
Jonathan Herbert.  From 10am until 4pm.  Ponds support 2/3rds of all 
freshwater species, but the UK has lost more than 50% of its ponds in the 
20thcentury and 80% of those that remain are in a poor state.  Get stuck 
in to address this, bring your wellies and come and help us digging a 
network of new ponds at Hilfield.  Bring a spade if you have one.  
Suggested donation £10 to include a packed lunch and tea. 

Friday 25th to Sunday 27th June:  
Nourishing the soil, nurturing the soul  
led by Lyn and Tony Fry.  Producing 
much of our own food is an important 
part of our life in The Friary.  Caring for 
our soil is the first stage of the journey 

https://www.climatesunday.org/
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from seed to table.  This weekend will be a mix of practical and 
thoughtful activities, opening ourselves to the way growing, cooking and 
sharing food can feed our souls. Suitable for all abilities. Suggested 
donation £140.  If you cannot attend the weekend in person, you can join 
us by Zoom for the talk with Alastair McIntosh on Sunday 27th at 11.00.  
Donation for the Zoom talk is only £10. 

 
Friday 9th to Sunday 11th July:  
Seeking Balance with Lynn Fry.  
For the last 100 years, the Friary 
has been a place where prayer 
has been at the heart of all we do 
but is also a place of work, of 
activism and mission.  The 
offices that we say each day root 
our lives in God’s kingdom 
values.  This past year has been overwhelming with the crises of Covid, 
the climate and the economy.  Are we called to prayer or to action?  Mary 
and Martha have often been seen as models of either lives of work or 
lives of prayer.  This binary view won’t do!  Can we be active people of 
prayer AND prayerful people of work?  Come and explore how to seek 
balance in your life.  Suggested donation £140 
 
Friday 9th July at 11am:  Br Vincent’s Memorial Service, subject to social 
distancing guidelines.  Booking essential for this service, TBA.  There will 
be a buffet afterwards.   
 
Sunday 11th July from 2:30pm to 3:30pm):  Garden and Nature Question 
Time.  Garden Questions and plant identification with Tony Fry and 
Richard Thornbury.  Come with any questions about gardening or nature 
along with any samples for identification or discussion.  Come early to 
enjoy the grounds, the programme will start at 2:30.  Tea will be served 
on the lawn around 4pm.  Suggested donation £15. 
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Friday 16th to Sunday 18th July: ' Lament for Creation' with Jonathan 
Herbert (available for Saturday 17th only too).  The enormity of the 
Climate and Ecological Emergency, leads many of us into a place of denial 
or despair about its full extent.  By acknowledging and expressing our 
grief and fear, we can find courage to act and find a deep joy in the midst 
of these dark times.  The weekend will be a mixture of stories, 
reflections, meditations, and lamentations from the Christian Tradition 
and other traditions.  Expect some tears and laughter.   

Suggested donation £140 or £25 for a full day and lunch on the 
Saturday. 
 
Saturday 24th July, pm:  Fundraising Dinner for Br Kentigern in aid of 
Joseph Weld Hospice ς time & Suggested Donation TBA. 

Saturday 31st July to Sunday 8th August:  Families Camp - a week of 
sharing the life of the friary with adults and children.  New young families 
welcome! Contact Stuart and Anna Hutton: stuarthutton@me.com  
 
Saturday 14th to Sunday 22ndAugust: Youth Camp - a week with young 
people aged 13 to 17 sharing and growing in Christian life.  Open to both 
groups and individuals. For information and booking: 
https://www.hilfieldyouthcamp.co.uk/ 

 
Friday 3rd to Sunday 5th September:  Attending to the Earth – Poetry 
weekend with Elizabeth Cook.  Suggested donation £140.  Brother Clark 
has said that if we are to be effective advocates of the Earth, we must love 

mailto:stuarthutton@me.com
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her. This year, the 100th anniversary of Hilfield Friary, we will look at writing 
that expresses that love and think about the ways in which an attentiveness 
towards the natural world can be honoured and expressed by an 
attentiveness of language. 

 
Friday 1st to Sunday 3rd October St Francis 
Weekend.  Join us for our weekend of 
transferred celebrations of the Transitus of St 
Francis on Saturday Evening and the Feast of St 
Francis on Sunday morning.  There will be time 
for conversation and reflection about St Francis, 
and to spend time with the Community.  Br 
Hugh will give a presentation on the 100 years 
of history of the friary.  More information to 
come.  Suggested donation £140. 

 
Friday 8th to Sunday 10th October:  
Weave and Unwind Willow – A 
Beginner’s Workshop with Jane 
Kelly.  No experience necessary.  
Begin the weekend on Friday 
evening with an introduction to 
willow weaving and a mini project.  
Then on Saturday you have a full 
day to create your own bird 
feeders.  Sunday will be time to 
relax, enjoy the winter colours and 
peace of the Friary; finishing your 
weekend with Sunday lunch.  All 
materials and tools provided to 
complete a finished project.  One 
day course or 2 days with an 
overnight stay.  Suggested 
donation £160 including all 
materials and tuition. 
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Friday 22nd to Sunday 24th October:  Churches Caring for Creation with 
Richard Thornbury and colleagues from A Rocha UK.  The aim of this 
weekend is to affirm the importance of Creation Care to our churches in 
the shape of hands-on conservation and to equip you with some relevant 
skills to get stuck in.  We will be sharing the joy and wonder of the 
beautiful wildlife here at the Friary, and exploring the ethos 
underpinning its care. There will be workshops and hands-on sessions 
looking at the practical skills necessary to help with conservation in your 

churches and at home. Subjects will include wildflowers, grassland fungi, 
bats, birds, boundaries, trees and more.  There will also be time to learn 
about Arocha’s Eco Church programme and how your church can 
progress on its Eco Church journey. 
 
Participants can come and stay with us for the whole weekend, or just 
drop in for the sessions they are most interested in. This event will be 
outside and hands on, practical clothes are a must.  Suggested donation 
£140 residential or £25 for the day with lunch only 
 
Friday 29th to Sunday 31st October:  Folk Weekend with Gill & Alan 
Mcintosh.  Gill and Alan have been facilitating Folk Weekends at Hilfield 
Friary for 10 years. This, the 11th, has the focus of Creation: Songs about 
the seasons, harvest, the land, animals, plants, environmental issues will all 
feature in the sessions. If you enjoy singing, playing, or just listening, to 

folk/acoustic music, this is for you. Book early to ensure a place.  Suggested 
donation £140. 
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Saturday 27th November:  Fruit tree planting and Advent Quiet Day with 
Jonathan Herbert and Richard Thornbury.  From 10am until 4pm. 
 
"Deepening our Connection with God and Creation".  Jonathan will lead 
three reflections on 'Separation and Connection' and there will be time 
for each participant to plant a tree as a sign of the Advent Hope.   

 
Richard will lead an opportunity 
to help plant the friary’s new 
orchard that will be made up of 
30 trees of local, heritage 
varieties of apple, pear, plum and 
cherry.  This is part of our wider 
conservation work and is being 
planted as much to provide 

flowers, fruit and habitat for wildlife as fruit for us to eat.  
 
We will be planting trees throughout the month.  If you are unable to 
attend our Advent Quiet Day and tree planting event, you are still 
welcome to contact us and come and plant a tree!  We are planting 100 
fruit trees as part of our Centennial year.  This is part of our conservation 
work, developing habitat and diversifying our land use.  Suggested 
donation £20. 
 
Saturday 4th December:  Climate Justice Reflection Day facilitated by 
Jonathan Herbert.  The UK will host the 26th UN Climate Change 
Conference of the Parties (COP26) in Glasgow on 1 – 12 November 
2021.  The COP26 summit will bring parties together to accelerate 
action towards the goals of the Paris Agreement and the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate Change.  Members of the Hilfield 
Community will be in Glasgow part of the time 
to observe the conference.  This day will 
be their “report back” and reflection on 
this Conference.  The day will feature a 
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panel discussion at 3pm with invited guests, Eucharist, and lunch.  Our 
Member of Parliament Chris Loder has agreed to participate in the 
panel discussion.  There will be an opportunity for each participant to 
plant a tree as part of Hilfield’s conservation work.  Please contact Suzi 
the Guest Co-ordinator if you would like to come and stay for the 
weekend.   Suggested donation £25 for the day to include lunch. 

Wednesday 8th to Sunday 12th 
December:    
A time to come together away 
from the all the craziness of the 
season to relax and have time to 
craft.  Expect good company and 
fun in cosy surroundings 

providing a relaxing time to finish all those pesky craft projects you have 
been meaning to finish or have a go at something new. Facilitated by Suzi 
but come and share your own crafty passions with like- minded crafters!  
Suggested donation £230. 
 
Thursday 23rd to Monday 27th December:  Christmas at the Friary.  Join 
our Friary Family where we await the Birth of the Christ Child.  Suggested 
donation £240. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guilt-Free Crafting Time 
with Suzi 
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The Friary, Hilfield, 
Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 7BE 

Registered Charity Number 236464 
 

FOR FULL DETAILS SEE WEBSITE FOR INDIVIDUAL BOOKING FORMS.   
IF YOU WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT SUZI IN THE 
FRIARY OFFICE (DETAILS BELOW). 
 
Day events are held in the Friary Recreation Room; tea and coffee are 
supplied by the Friary.  Occasionally some events will include a simple lunch. 
Those resident for retreats or courses will be staying in individual rooms and 
sharing the rhythm of the life of the Friary Community.  There are no fixed 
charges but for each event we recommend an appropriate donation to 
cover the cost of your visit.  If you are unable to afford these suggested 
donations – please contact Suzi who will try to help. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

hilfieldssf@franciscans.org.uk /  01300 341741. 
For information about the Friary:  www.hilfieldfriary.org.uk 

 

 

mailto:hilfieldssf@franciscans.org.uk
http://www.hilfieldfriary.org.uk/

